Trials In the Life of Believers’ families
“If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth.  But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.” (1 John 1: 7)
One of the main trials in life of believers is the trial in family relationships, between husband, wife, parents and children. When the problem comes into our family and we are exposed to risk we become liable and a tool in the hands of the devil by allowing him to  be involved in our family affairs.

The first thing we may try to do is to put the guilt on someone in the family, but this  is  an incorrect approach.  In every problem that our family faces we may try to find out one member as a cause and put the blame on him.  We may put the blame on the husband, on the wife or on the children, and we focus more on the person and not on how we can solve the problem.  Such behaviour  and  approach  will  not  help  us  to  solve  the  problems  but  will  make  it  more complicated.  When we adopt such an approach, we will be tortured  physically and mentally and become ineffective and non functional.  In adopting the approach of putting the blame and to be judgmental on the members of the family, it will make those members whom we blame and judge paralyzed and  nonfunctional.   Remember that God wants our family members to handle and solve the problem.  But in blaming them for their faults we are excluding them from becoming an effective tool in the hands of God.  You will find that those family members are withdrawing  themselves  away from reaching a  solution and  not willing to  take any  more responsibility in facing the current problem.  Moreover, when we adopt this negative approach and behaviour it will blind the members of our family from seeing and realizing together the true prosperous plan of God that He has for each and every member of the family, and for the family as a whole.

Another wrong approach to finding a solution to a family crisis is when we start to think and implement the method to try and change the attitude of the guilty person. This will be a waste of precious time.  In behaving in such a way in these situations we are putting obstacles for God's intervention and the work of the Holy Spirit.  It is God’s responsibility and ministry to convict sinners and change our family members for His glory.  Instead of wasting time in confrontation and arguments we need to go to the Scriptures and look what God's Word advises us.

Satan is the most malicious being.  He is the invisible enemy of believers, and constantly being in readiness and expectancy for any opportunity to attack our families and to do  visible and notable harm to our most lovely family relationships.   He makes all efforts  to weaken our efficiency and our commitment to our families.  Therefore to overcome quarrels and disorders in family, we should not allow anger to control us and cause another offence that would complicate the original problem.  And that would decrease our achievement in our work places and weaken our service to God and our effectiveness in His church.  How we need to handle the problem from causing a storm in our family, is observing the following principles:-

1-  Focus and make your primary goal to finding a solution to the problem and not to judget and punish the guilty person:
2-  Focus on the plans of God that He has for you as a whole family:  Focus on the good plans of God for every individual in the family inspite of their visible shortcomings, weaknesses and disabilities.   Entrust their lives and your life into God’s hands so that  He can change their attitudes and your attitude, their bad behaviours and yours as well.   This is His ministry not anyone else’s.



3-  Focus on God and on His power to rescue, deliver, and on His miraculous help and provision:  Neglect the size of the problem but focus on the greatness of God and His tremendous wondrous acts that are made available for you.

4-  Focus on the Word of God:  It is necessary to take the Word of God and begin boldly to declare it against Satan.  Stand firm and proclaim that your husband, your wife and children are successful, loving, kind, understanding, and obedient to God's Word.  Such actions will open a new way for God to solve your family problems and that would make Satan flee from you.  The Bible says that God's Word is sharper than any double-edged sword, so we can battle with it against Satan.  The believer of any status can find in the Bible the criteria for measuring his level of commitment as a child of God - his character, his  life  and his actions.   So the bible which is the Word of God will be like a mirror to diagnose the problem and offer the solution. From the Word of God we will see what the defect is, and from His Word we can pick up the solution.

A- Keys for problem solving from the Word of God to the Husbands and  the fathers:  Husbands can verify themselves with the following Scriptures: 1Peter 3:7; Ephesians  5:25-33; 6:4; Colossians 3:19,21; 1Cоrinthians  7:2-5,14,16; 11:3,7-
9,11-12; 1Тimothy 2:8; Proverbs 31:10-12,23,28-31; Proverbs 20:7; 22:6; 23:13-
14; 29:15
B- Keys for problem solving from the Word of God to the wife:  Wives can verify themselves with the following Scriptures: 1 Peter 3:1-6; Ephesians  5:22-24,33; Colossians 3:18; 1Cоrinthians 11:3,8-9; 1Тimothy 2:9-12;  Titus  2:5; Proverbs
12:4; 14:1; 21:9, 19; 31:20-21,23-31.
C- Keys for problem solving from the Word of God to the Children:  Children can verify themselves with The Word of God addressed toward them in these  verses: Ephesians 6:1-3; Colossians 3:20; Proverbs 23:22-25.
D- Keys for problem solving from the Word of God to the all members of  the family:  The whole family  can verify themselves  with the  following  Scriptures:

1Peter 3:8-16; Colossians 3:12-17; Philippians 4:8; Galatians 6:2
My  Dear  and  Beloved:
“Let  us  then  approach  the  throne  of  grace  with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.”  (Hebrews 4: 16)  Therefore let us agree to pray to God to solve our problems and build up our families.

My Prayer:   Father God I come before you in the name of Jesus who came  from heaven and died on the cross for my sins, who was buried but rose from the dead on the third day to give me eternal life.  Lord thank you for the family that you have given me.  Thank you for your Word to me today in this message.   Lord help me to focus on you, on your Word and on your power.  Help me to stand firm with you in defending my family and deliver me from the devil and all his evil plans and schemes. Devil and all your demons I rebuke you in the name of Jesus, I cast you out from my family.  You have no right to interfere and disturb our lives.  Lord Jesus use me and all my family members as instruments in your hand to build our family and to live victorious, prosperous and a successful life in your presence.  This is my prayer in Jesus name.
